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Note from the Editor 
Orienteering is taking something of a backseat as we all focus on staying safe at home. This 
edition of the newsletter explains a few of the recent decisions, interspersed with some of your 
success stories. 

As we all look for reasons to be cheerful, there are only a few days to go -  Happy Easter! 

Sascha (newsletter@herts-orienteering.club )   

 

HH and the C-word 
You will have seen that all orienteering has been shut down, in common with other gatherings. 
In line with Government requirements and British Orienteering guidance, the HH committee 
has decided to: 

• Cancel all events and activities, including training and the annual dinner, for 12 weeks 
as recommended by British Orienteering. Of course, that period may well be extended.	

• Before the lockdown was fully in place, we considered ways of running Saturday 
events with greater social distancing. We may still need to use an approach like that 
when events resume.	

• We also considered running Street-O on a DIY basis, for example print your own map 
and complete it sometime in the next week on your own. Even that, we felt, was 
encouraging people to travel to a given week’s venue, so we aren't doing it. If 
restrictions are eased or partially lifted, this could be a type of event to return.	

Mike (Chairman@herts-orienteering.club)  

 
 
Expenses 
After the discussion about expenses at the 2019 AGM, the committee have agreed an 
expenses policy, which is now on the HH website.  It can be viewed here: 

https://www.herts-orienteering.club/uploads/wiki/HH_Expenses_policy_Jan_2020.pdf.   

There should be few surprises, it's generally codifying existing practice. Any comments to the 
Chair or Treasurer, please. 

 
Retail therapy – new kit now available 
Given the news of all the cancellations, here is perhaps the most ironic news item you will 
read all month...the new club kit has arrived and is with kit man Stu! 

If you remind him what you need, he will prepare your order. We do have a few old-style 
jackets available at half price (£15) plus a handful of items with the old logo now with a £3 
discount. 

Please contact Stu Levene ( kit@herts-orienteering.club )  
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Events diary 
At this moment, all Orienteering events are cancelled, as detailed on the HH website here. 
The HH committee continues monitor the situation with British Orienteering, and we will update 
you as we know more. 

We hope to continue with the training programme, though may need to postpone some of the 
planned dates – we’ll keep you updated.  

 

 

HH Juniors win through to YBT Final – Again! 
Success in 2019 resulted in a visit to Sandringham.  This year, the HH juniors again won their 
way through to the final of the Yvette Baker Trophy so will once again feel a royal connection 
in this year’s event*. 

The YBT heats took place on 8 March at Rowney Warren, Beds.  With a few team members 
unavailable on the day, plus glitches at download, it proved impossible to track the team 
performance whilst at the event.  In fact, the first indication that HH had indeed won the heat 
was only available after most of the team had left.   

As it turned out HH juniors had once again done the club proud by winning with a substantial 
margin – 893 points to second place 886 – from OD and WAOC. 

Congratulations to all the team and to the class winners Hannah, Cerys, Robin and Maggie; 
Second places went to Charlie, Poppy and Hanga and third to Tegan, Emi and Issy. 

Assuming running is possible by then, the final will be near Tetbury on July 5th.  We will 
need a good turnout of juniors – all juniors are welcome to join us.  The nearby Royal 
Gardens and Highgrove House are home of HRH Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales, and 
the Duchess of Cornwall. 
 
British Championships 2020  
You may have had other things on your mind, but did you notice that Helen Errington and her 
fellow BOC coordinator Andrew Evans of DFOK succeeded in the most important of the 
organiser's tasks? The scheduled weekend [21 March] was the start of the present sunny 
spell, even brighter than Frances managed for Ace of Herts plus less windy!  

It is likely that BOC will take place at the same venue either in 
December or March 2021 - if large gatherings are allowed by 
then. Many thanks to the HH members who volunteered to help, 
it would be great if we had a similar response for the new date. 

Exercise safely 
Many of us would benefit just from running or exercising more, even if alone.  Why 
not use a permanent course if there is one within walking distance, or take an old 
map out in your local wood or streets?  

If you've found a way of getting orienteering-related exercise, why not send it in and 
we'll put the ideas in the next newsletter. 

secretary@herts-orienteering.club   
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CompassSport Cup – 15th March 
This year’s competition saw HH up against TVOC, SO, SLOW and SN. There was a positive 
approach for Happy Herts runners determined to put up a good show for their club at 
Hampstead Heath on 15th March - on what may turn 
out to be the last orienteering competition for a while. 

The morning was dry but underfoot was muddy in the 
extreme. The map was of good quality and the terrain 
had a mix of fast open running and some technicality. 
Some parts of the map bamboozled even the most experienced of runners.  

Thanks go out to LOK for putting on a great event; Paul Todd as organiser, Anthony Flick as 
planner and Happy Herts’ own David Frampton as controller. 

Club runners put in an excellent performance across the age spectrum, and we had 25 scoring 
runners. Special congratulations to Maggie Soulsby, Alex Fielding and Kevin Harding who 
each pulled in a perfect score of 100 points. HH came tantalisingly close to taking top spot. 

 
Suspension of all orienteering activities 
Extract from email from Peter Hart, CEO of British Orienteering: 

It is with great sadness that we are now in a position where all orienteering activities in the UK 
have to be suspended with immediate effect. 

We are aware that the Coronavirus outbreak is a very fluid and rapidly changing situation. We 
will therefore continue to follow advice from Public Health England, World Health Organisation 
and both local and national governments on this matter and will keep the orienteering family 
updated as appropriate. 

We know how great the sport is at supporting each other and we 
ask that you continue to pull together (albeit virtually) during this 
difficult time. We will do our best to get you back in the forests as 
soon as it is safe to do so. 

Finally, we ask that you continue to follow the government’s guidance on how to prevent the 
spread of Coronavirus. Please stay safe and support each other during this hard time.  

 

Street-O update 
For obvious reasons the planned Street-O events early in the season have been cancelled.  I 
have actually cancelled the full season of events for now, but will look to reinstate events 
where possible as restrictions are lifted. 

A number of club members have been in touch with various suggestions around DIY Strret-O 
courses (before the current lock-down came into force).  While these ideas sound good, British 
Orienteering guidance is that even such solo events increase travel and opportunities for 
disease transmission, and therefore are strongly discouraged even outside this more stringent 
period of self-isolation.  The committee has therefore decided to not provide any materials that 
could be used for solo events - sorry! 

David (Street-O Coordinator - street-o@herts-orienteering.club) 
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Last WGC100 ‘event’ proves popular 

As part of our Welwyn-centric series of events to coincide with the 100th anniversary of 
Welwyn Garden City, we had a market stall in the Howard Centre, WGC on March 14th to 
promote orienteering and advertise our forthcoming events.  

It proved to be a really good day (surprising the cynic who volunteered anyway!). We asked 
for help in the last newsletter, and you responded in great style.  Many thanks to all those who 
helped: Mike, David & Viv Hodson, Neil Gostick, Hugh, Dave & Lucy Allard. 

We had just enough space to put out a naughty numbers course and a total of 44 names went 
on the results sheet.  Some tried multiple times, others went unrecorded. We are confident we 
found at least a few families who hadn't come across orienteering and are now very keen to 
come along in future. 

Besides the Naughty Numbers game, we also gave away some Stanborough permanent  
O-course maps and plenty of leaflets.  I think this was well worth the effort. 

Hedley & David 

 

 

Next edition 

• HH success at SWELL – but who was it? 
• Ways to keep fit in a lockdown 
• When did you last stretch?   

plus plenty more ! 

 

[ends] 


